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OPEN MON- SAT 10AM-5:30PM
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SALE ENDS
4/8/2017FABRIC SALE

Judge Bruce Kyle will decide today

Kyle will read the Freeh report au-
dit released in February that outlines
problems within the Fort Myers Police
Department and decide after that. City

Solutions published its findings, police
Chief Derrick Diggs has requested
help from the U.S. Attorney’s Office to
investigate wrongdoings by personnel.
The city recently requested a review
by the civil rights division of the De-
partment of Justice. 

Kyle’s decision was made after the
 office filed a motion to

 for city and police of-
 case against

Jonathan Griffin, 21.
Griffin was arrested in January

with a group of 21 others who police say
were part of a gang that operates out of
Harlem Lakes, a small neighborhood in
central Fort Myers off of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Boulevard. 

Griffin pleaded not guilty during
the court’s proceedings Tuesday.

LAKE BOYZ CASE

Judge to decide if officials must testify
Subpoenas were issued during public forum convened
to discuss police department’s community relations
MELISSA MONTOYA
MMONTOYA@NEWS-PRESS.COM

See Subpoenas, Page 8A

COURTS

Patient sues Park Royal Hospital for
alleged sex abuse
FRANK GLUCK
FGLUCK@NEWS-PRESS.COM

A former patient of Park Royal Hospi-tal, Lee County’s only inpatient 
psychiat-ric hospital, claims in a lawsuit that an-other patient sexually 
abused her while she was undergoing an involuntary men-tal health 
evaluation at the health center.

The 38-year-old woman, identified as “Elizabeth Doe,” was admitted 
Sept. 5, 2014, under Florida’s Baker Act, accord-ing to the lawsuit. At the 
time, medical staff noted that she appeared to be psy-chotic, delusional, 
paranoid and at risk of hurting herself or others, the suit claims.

She was also prescribed an anti-de-pressant, and anti-psychotic and a 
relax-ant drug.

“Her insight and judgment were both deemed fair to poor,” it notes. 
But, at some point that day, she said a 38-year-old male patient she did 
not know approached her in a common area and took her into his bathroom, 
where he had sex with her. 

This happened, she said, despite the fact that medical staff was 
supposed to check on her welfare every 15 minutes.

The woman argues that the hospital was negligent in allowing this to 
happen. At the time, she was a “vulnerable adult” under Florida law whom 
the hospital should have protected from such sexual contact, the lawsuit 
states.

Chris Hansen, the hospital’s director of business development, said 
adminis-trators may not comment on pending le-gal cases. The hospital’s 
parent compa-ny, the Franklin, Tennessee-based Aca-dia Healthcare, also 
did not comment.

The woman told her boyfriend about the incident when he came to visit 
her hours later, according to her attorney Dennis Webb. He then reported 
it to au-thorities.

“The lady went into Park Royal to get help, and she left there in a police car 
ba-sically and was taken to a rape crisis cen-ter, which is an extremely 
dehumanizing procedure for a woman,” Webb said. 

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office later determined that the sex was 
consensual and that no crime had occurred, Webb said. But he said the 
woman was too im-paired to give consent.

Follow this reporter on Twitter: @FrankGluck
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Naples and who has the autoimmune disease lupus. As a
teenager, it caused her face to sometimes flush red.

“People would point at me,” Lynch said. “Boys used to
pick up rocks and throw rocks at me. It was bad. That’s the
first time I remember not wanting to live anymore. I
begged my mom to home-school me. It was like seven and a
half hours of torture each day.

“So when I work with these kids, the No. 1 thing I stress
is that they’re not alone.”

Lynch shares this personal history with her students at 
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 Apple winner, helps Prisca Chavannes, left, and Rachel Pace,
at Harns Marsh Middle School.

 7th-grade experience with students

See Teacher, Page 5A
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